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country’s legacy as a nation of immi-
grants. I urge each of you to keep these
ideas in mind as the month ends and as
we promote policies that directly im-
pact our immigrant communities.

——————

URGING MEMBERS TO REMEMBER
THE COMMITMENT THEY MADE
TO ONE ANOTHER

(Mr. WOODALL asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. WOODALL. Mr. Speaker, I am
pleased to speak after my friend from
Texas. He is absolutely right. We have
an incredibly vibrant fabric of folks
across this country. My district looks
very much like his district. I appre-
ciate him recognizing those things that
unite us and bring us together.

You know, it hasn’t been much over
a week, Mr. Speaker, since we com-
mitted ourselves to changing the dis-
course here, and just in the last 5 min-
utes of listening to speakers on this
floor, T have heard sinister accusations
of what our healthcare bill will do, of
mean bills and meaner bills, of cruel
bills.

Mr. Speaker, there is not a man or
woman in this Chamber who doesn’t
work every day to serve their constitu-
ents better than they did yesterday.
There is not a man or woman in this
Chamber who doesn’t want to do better
for America tomorrow than we did yes-
terday. And I promise you that that
pathway is not paved with accusations
of “‘sinister,” ‘“‘cruel,” and ‘“‘mean.” It
is paved with confessions of common
ground, common goals, and common
opportunity. I urge my colleagues to
remember our commitment that we
made to one another last week.

———

HONORING THE MEMORY OF
SENATOR JIM BUNNING

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
KUusTOFF of Tennessee). Under the
Speaker’s announced policy of January
3, 2017, the gentleman from Kentucky
(Mr. BARR) is recognized for 60 minutes
as the designee of the majority leader.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. BARR. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the topic
of my Special Order.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Kentucky?

There was no objection.

Mr. BARR. Mr. Speaker, we are here
tonight to honor the memory of a leg-
endary Kentucky statesman, a baseball
Hall of Famer, a man of this House,
and a devoted husband, father, grand-
father, and great-grandfather, Senator
Jim Bunning, who recently passed
away at the age of 85.

The Members who are joining us to-
night, many of them who hail from
Senator Bunning’s home in the Com-
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monwealth of Kentucky, extend our
deepest sympathy to his beloved wife,
Mary, who was his best friend for many
years; his nine children; his 35 grand-
children; and his 21 great-grand-
children.

Those who met Senator Jim Bunning
walked away with an impression, and
that impression was: That has to be the
most competitive person I have ever
met.

In a recent op-ed in the Lexington
Herald-Leader, providing a great trib-
ute to Senator Jim Bunning, one of his
very best friends, sports marketing ex-
ecutive Jim Host, wrote that Jim Bun-
ning was ‘‘full of integrity’ and, ‘‘the
straightest arrow I ever met.”

In that op-ed, he recounted a story
where a reporter of the Louisville Cou-
rier-Journal wrote that former U.S.
Senator Jim Bunning was ‘‘one of a
kind,” and Jim Host, in remembering
his friend, said, ‘I agree, but more
than that, he was an original. No one
in politics in Kentucky or, for that
matter, nationwide has been or ever
will be like him.”

Mr. Speaker, I yield to Congressman
HAL ROGERS, the dean of the Kentucky
delegation.

Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky. Mr.
Speaker, I rise, like most of the delega-
tion here, in memory of our longtime
friend and colleague, the late Jim Bun-
ning, who was an indomitable force on
the pitcher’s mound, a stalwart cham-
pion for the Commonwealth, and the
proud patriarch of a remarkable fam-
ily.

Jim Bunning is the type of guy you
always wanted in your starting lineup.
With his multilayered talent, Jim val-
ued strategic offense as much as
staunch defense not only on the pitch-
er’s mound, but in the Halls of Con-
gress, where he fervently stood for con-
servative values.

Jim once said: ‘‘I have been booed by
60,000 fans at Yankee Stadium standing
alone at the pitcher’s mound, so I have
never really cared if I stood alone here
in Congress as long as I stood for my
beliefs and my values.”

Jim was bold and headstrong, but
also fiercely loyal, a combination that
made him effective in every endeavor
he undertook. He lived a courageous
life that was highlighted by his Hall of
Fame record and commitment to pub-
lic service. Jim left an indelible mark
on our State, on our Nation, and his
legacy will endure for generations.

My wife, Cynthia, and I extend our
heartfelt sympathy to Mary and the
entire Bunning family. We are forever
grateful for Jim’s courage of convic-
tion to faithfully serve the people of
the Commonwealth.

I had the pleasure of serving with
Jim in the House before he was elected
to the U.S. Senate, and many times we
would be on this floor when Jim’s in-
domitable spirit would surface. He held
strong beliefs and he had strong opin-
ions, but, as Jim Host has said, you
have never met a straighter arrow than
Jim Bunning.
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We are going to miss you, Big Right-
Hander.

Mr. BARR. Mr. Speaker, I yield to
JOHN YARMUTH, my friend from Louis-
ville in the Third Congressional Dis-
trict of Kentucky and a good Ken-
tuckian who will demonstrate that Jim
Bunning’s appeal crossed party lines.

Mr. YARMUTH. Mr. Speaker, I thank
my friend, my neighbor from just down
I-64, for organizing this Special Order
honoring the life of Senator Bunning
this evening.

This is the first time in my 11 years
serving in Congress that I have spoken
from this side of the aisle, and it is a
fitting occasion that I do that. I am
proud to join my Republican colleagues
and friends this evening.

During his baseball career, Jim Bun-
ning was once asked what his proudest
accomplishment was, and he recalled
the fact that he went nearly 11 years
without ever missing a start. ‘“They
wrote my name down, and I went to the
post,” he said.

I can’t help but think that is a fit-
ting way of also describing his political
career and his love of the Common-
wealth of Kentucky. Kentuckians
wrote his name down time after time
again, and he went to work for them,
no questions asked.

Jim and I obviously didn’t see eye to
eye politically all the time, and as
amazed as I was by the curve balls that
he threw on the field, I sometimes
found myself equally amazed by some
of the curve balls he threw off the field,
but that was Jim. When so much of
what happens in Congress is political
theater, you can’t deny that he was al-
ways real and that every word he
spoke, he genuinely believed.

I am sure Jim’s family takes great
pride in that fact. I join with my col-
leagues in offering them my thoughts
and prayers as they continue to grieve
their loss. I hope they find comfort in
the lifetime of memories they share to-
gether.

It is reported that Daniel Boone once
said: ‘‘Heaven must be a Kentucky
kind of place.”

I sure hope that is true.

As I said at the time of his passing,
Jim Bunning can now throw no-hitters
forever on his field of dreams.

Mr. BARR. Mr. Speaker, I yield to
Congressman BRETT GUTHRIE, my
friend from the Second Congressional
District of Kentucky.

Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman for yielding.

Mr. Speaker, I just want to talk
about my good friend, Senator Bun-
ning, a mentor to me. I first came
across Senator Bunning when I was a
young boy watching baseball and
watching him pitch for the Detroit Ti-
gers and for the Philadelphia Phillies.
But I really got to know them—and
when I say ‘“‘them,’” it is because most
of us from Kentucky cannot talk about
Jim Bunning without saying Jim and
Mary. It is just Jim and Mary. They
were grammar school sweethearts. I
think the only people they ever dated
were each other.
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